Book of Revelation          Chapter 1                                                   Chuck Reber


Note: Shortly take place (V1)– means with speed, swiftness, or quickness; not at once or shortly as in a duration of time.

· The Lord wants to make clear to John that He is writing the history of the future.

I.   John’s Greeting and Apostolic Introduction of Jesus (1:4-8)

A.  From Him who is and who was and who is to come, V4.

[Lit. The Being and the Was and the Coming]

· God is self-existent and everlasting.  [Chapter 4 describes this verse phrase in detail]

· The church’s persecution and pressures are set against the background of the eternality of God. He is a God who is active and present in human history. God is here.


“Am I a God who is near,” declares the LORD, “And not a God far off?” (Jer 23:23) 

· Note: When the eternality of God is emphasized, some want to view temporal, earthy situations as unimportant to God.  But that viewpoint is wrong. 

The temporal, earthly realm and its activities are important to God, for it is here where He is working out His eternal purposes with mankind.

B.  And from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, V4b.

· This represents the Holy Spirit in His fullness of power and ministry (see also 4:5; 5:6). The seven attributes of the Holy Spirit:

Isa 11:2 – Spirit of the Lord, wisdom & understanding, counsel & strength, knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

Zech 4:10 -- …But these seven will be glad when they see the plumb line in the hand of  
           Zerubbabel--these are the eyes of the LORD which range to and fro throughout the   
            earth.
· The Sevenfold Spirit is “before the throne” – always ready to carryout the mission of the Godhead.

C. Three-fold Description of Jesus Christ (V5a)

1.   The faithful witness (martyr), 
· Jesus bore His testimony before Pilate’s tribunal as a “faithful witness”

1 Tim 6:13 -- …Jesus Christ who testified a good confession before Pontius Pilate.

2 Tim 2:13 – If  we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.

Rev 3:14 – [Jesus] the faithful and true witness

· Jesus is faithfully bearing witness to John of His end-time plan to rule the nations.

2.  The first-born from the dead

· Christ is the first man to personally experience the fullness of bodily resurrection.  Now, by virtue of His death and resurrection, Christ guaranteed that others will pass with Him through death into life. 

I Cor 15:20-23 – 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.

Col 1:18 -- He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.
Ps 89:27 – I will make My first-born, the highest of the Kings of the earth.

3.  The Ruler of the kings of the earth
          This Speaks of Christ’s eternal glory and dominion / sovereignty (see Rev 17:14; 19:16;
           1 Tim 6:15)

· The kingship of the Messiah is a vast subject in the Word of God. (i.e. Psalms, Isaiah, Minor Prophets)
· Over 100 chapters of the Word of God deal with this subject.

· Now, however, in this age, we see Jesus’ rule exercised spiritually through His Church – and that only partial. 

…and put everything under his feet."  In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him. (Heb 2:8)

 “All Christ’s heavenly authority is grounded in His earthly existence (as a man) and 
the subsequent earthly existence of the Church (as His body).” (G.B. Caird, pg 16)
· John is saying: No matter what human ruler is currently in leadership, there is a superior authority – the throne of Christ. The church must “endure as seeing Him who is invisible.” (Heb 11:27)

D.  Three-fold Description of Christ’s Redemption (V5b – 6a)

    1.  To Him who loves us 
· He loves us – (Present tense)  The cross is at the center of the glory of God. It is the manifestation of eternal love and justice. 

    2. and released us from our sins by His blood, 

· He released us – “loosed at the cost of His own blood” 

· Acts 20:28 – He purchased the church with His own blood (the blood of God)

· 1 Peter 1:19 – redeemed …with precious blood…the blood of Christ.

· We are free from the penalty of sin and the power of sin, and one day from the presence of sin.

    3.  And He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father, V6a
a. We are a kingdom because we belong to God the King.

b. We are priests because we have been set apart unto God and now have direct access to God.
As a priestly people: 

1).  We minister to His heart by offering spiritual sacrifices– our devotion,    
       worship, knowing God, 1st commandment. (I Pet 2:5; Heb 13:15; Rom 12:1-2)

2)  We mediate for others (peoples & nations) – as intercessors crying out for justice 
                (Luke 18).  

3)  We serve the nations as ambassadors of the King (2 Cor 5:20). Acts of sacrificial 
                love and justice.

   E.  To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. V6b

· For the seven reasons stated in verses 5 -6, He is worthy.
II. Prophetic Declaration of HIs coming (1:7-8)

A.  He is coming –  The second coming of Christ is the great central theme of Revelation.  It will be personal, visible and dramatic.

· He has come (was) Incarnation (past)

· He is present (is) among His church (present)

· He is coming (to come) (future)  

· These three aspects of His coming are an unbroken unity.

· His coming must not be interpreted to mean that He is now absent from His church.  (Matt 18:20)


B.  There are two results/aspects of His coming: salvation and judgment.

· For some, His coming means manifestation, condemnation and shame.

· For others His coming means manifestation, vindication, and glorification.

(see: 2 Thes 1:5-10; 1 John 2:28)


C.  He is coming with the clouds and every eye will see Him v7a
· Quote from Dan 7:13 – identifying Jesus as Messiah (the Son of Man)

· Acts 1:9:11 – Jesus ascended to heaven on a cloud and will return on a cloud

· I Thes 4:17 – He is returning on the clouds

· Matt 24:30 – in the clouds with power and glory (see note below in E)


D.  Even those who pierced Him
· Quote from Zech 12:10-14 – speaks of a day when the entire Jewish people will recognize Jesus (Yeshua), the crucified One, as the Messiah and as fully identified with God. It does not Jews and Gentiles historically responsible for His physical death. 

· John 19:37 quotes this passage at the crucifiction of Jesus explaining that the cross partially fulfilled this prophecy of Zechariah. 

E.  And all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him v7b

· The nations will see His glory mourn over their rejection of Him. All who have not acknowledged His atoning sacrificial death, will recongize that it was their sins that pierced Him. Israel will experiece deep grief over having rejected Him as a nation. God “will pour out on them the spirit of grace,” enabling them to repent (Zech 12:10). 

· Mourn – a strong outward expression of inner grief – wailing, beating the breast (Luke 18:13; 23:48). 

· Matt 24:30 – Jesus says the mourning will be after “the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky.” 

F.  I am Alpha and the Omega, says the LORD

· He is the A – Z. The one who always existed and will always exist. There has never been a time when God did not exist. NEVER.
· The incomprehensibleness of Christ. He passes all description and explanation.

G.  Who is and was and who is to come, the Almighty

· The Eternal and Sovereign God. Adonai, God of heaven’s armies. 
· His power knows no limits. All power comes from Him [the power of men, angels, demon, and creation is all derived from Him.]


III. 
John’s Vision of the Son of Man (1:9-20)

A. Patmos (v9) – small island in the Aegean Sea 10 mi long and 6mi wide.  Used as a Roman prison colony in the first century. It is today off the coast of Turkey.
B. Tribulation (v9) – word pictures the grinding of wheat in the mill or the crushing of grapes in the winepress. Outwardly it would look like the wheat or the grapes are crush and ruined, but the crushing makes grain into flour and the grapes into wine.
C. Kingdom and patient endurance – speaks of steadfastness and endurance in difficult circumstances. The kingdom can only be realized through tribulation and perseverence. Though John was an apostle, he was a fellow- sufferer, not exempt because of his call.
D. In the Spirit (v10) – moving in the realm of the Spirit of God; prophetic encounter. 
[see Ezk 1:1; Isa 6:1; Acts 10:10; 22:7; 2 Cor 12:1-10]
E. Voice like a trumpet – note the word “like.” It tells us the description is symbolic. 
Trumpet -- the voice was clear, distinct, intelligible, compelling and authoritative.
It was a prophetic call – Ezk 3:12; Num 10:1-10; Lev 25:9; Zech 9:14; Isa 18:3; 58:1
F. Write what you see (v11) – first of 12 times this is used: 1:11; 2:1,8,12,18; 3:1,7,14; 14:3; 19:9; 21:5

IV.
18 Descriptions of Jesus in Revelation 1 
A. Alpha and Omega (v8): This title sets forth Jesus as the sovereign Lord over everything that takes place in the entire course of history. 
· The Greek alphabet started with “alpha” and ended with “omega”. The common phrase Alpha and Omega means the first and last letters including all the letters in between to indicate completeness. This speaks of His Deity with absolute completeness in wisdom and love.
B. Voice like a trumpet (v10): witness who faithfully warns the people of coming judgment. He is the Faithful and True Witness telling us the truth (Rev. 1:5; 3:14). 

6 If the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned… (their) blood I will require at the watchman's hand. (Ezek. 33:6) 

C. Walks in the midst of the 7 golden lampstands (v12): He walks in the midst of the candlesticks (church; Rev. 1:20) in His deep involvement with us. He walks with us aware of our needs, frailty and pressures.  There are both blessings and consequences to having His manifest presence among us. 

Since the LORD your God walks in the midst of your camp to deliver you and to defeat your enemies before you, therefore your camp must be holy; and He must not see anything indecent among you or He will turn away from you. (Deut 23:14)
D. Son of Man (v13): Jesus’ preferred title for Himself as the Messiah (Mt 8:20). Jesus fulfill three main offices as the Son of Man: prophet, priest and king. 

· As a prophet during His life on earth (Mt 21:11)

· At the present He serves as High Priest in heaven (Heb 2:17-3:6; 4:14-5:10; 6:20-10:21) [signified by His robe and golden band in v.13].

· He is coming back as the God-Man who rules all nations as the King of kings seen in Dan. 7:13-14.

13 Behold, One like the Son of Man…came to the Ancient of Days… 14 Then to Him was given dominion…that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away… (Dan. 7:13-14) 

E. Garment down to His feet (v13): the robe of the High Priest (Ex 28:4; Dan 10:5). By wearing this, Jesus shows Himself as the sympathetic High Priest who made a way for us to live in God’s presence. 

19 Having boldness to enter the Holiest…20 by a new and living way…through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest…22 let us draw near… (Heb. 10:19-22) 

14 We have a great High Priest…Jesus the Son of God…15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:14-16) 

F. Girded about the chest with a golden band (v13): breastplate of the high priest (Ex. 25:7; 39:29; Lev. 16:4). Wearing this was a mark of royal majesty and authority.

· Note: The OT High Priest wore the ephod in which the front and back of the ephod were made to be as one garment by a sash or girdle, which was tied about the priest's waist. This was also of blue, purple, and scarlet linen intertwined with golden threads. In the language of Scripture for a priest to be girded with his sash was for him to be fully arrayed in his garments and prepared and ready to serve. 
G. Head and hair white like wool, as white as snow (v14): Revealing His holiness, purity and eternality. The Ancient of Days has white hair (Dan 7:9). Jesus’ eternal preexistence with the fullness of knowledge, dignity, and mature judgment (Lev 19:32; Prov 16:31). 

9 The Ancient of Days was seated…the hair of His head was like pure wool. (Dan. 7:9) 

H. Eyes like a flame of fire (v14): Speaks of His omniscience; His ability to search and know the hearts of men (Ps 139). Jesus’ knowledge searches and penetrates all things like fire penetrates metal. 

· Speaks of His zeal against unholiness (2:18; 19:11-12)

· He is fully God with eyes like fire to impart holy love and remove all that hinders love. He has eyes of love and zeal for His people as a Bridegroom. He imparts love and holiness. (Mike Bickle)

18 The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass… 23 …and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. (Rev. 2:18, 23) 



24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew 


all men, 25 and because He did not need anyone to bear witness 



concerning man for He Himself knew what was in man. (John 2:24-25)

I. Feet like fine brass (v15): strength in judgment of sin. Brass is a symbol of judgment. His feet are like fine brass that judges all His enemies. They are described as being “refined” (caused to glow in a furnace, NASB), meaning His judgments are pure and holy, without mixture or error. His commitment is as a mighty warrior to trample over Jezebel in victory. He will bring all His enemies under His feet (Ps. 110). 

J. Voice as the sound of many waters (v15): the majesty and authority in His voice over peoples and nations. The voice of Christ is strong and majestic in the midst of the Babel-sounds of the world.  (Ps 29:4; 65:7; 93:4; Ezk 1:24; 43:2; Rev 14:2; 19:6) His voice is the powerful Gen. 1 voice that directs the armies of heaven.  

11 The LORD gives voice before His army, For His camp is very great…(Joel 2:11) 

K. Holding the 7 stars in His right hand (v16): Jesus holds the seven stars (apostolic leaders) in His strong right hand – the hand of authority and power. This is a picture of Jesus as the Shepherd–Lord of His church. Jesus holds His leaders as He helps us to do that which He entrusts to us. 

L. Sharp two-edged sword coming out of His mouth (v16): the word of God released with accurate judgment (Heb 4:12-13).  The imagery is from Isa 49:1-3.  It is a two-edged sword meaning it will be either salvation or judgment. 

He has zeal to fight for us against all that opposes us with the sword of His mouth. The breath of Jesus’ mouth is another way of expressing the power of His words (Isa 11:4).

17 The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God… (Eph. 6:17) 

15 Out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. (Rev. 19:15) 

M. Countenance like the sun (v16): He is the God who dwells in “unapproachable light” (1 Tim 6:16 NASB).  He exhilarates His Church with the light of His face. It is a weapon against His enemies since it is impossible to look directly into the sun. This was Paul’s testimony of encountering Jesus (Acts 26:13). He is the Morning Star that fills us with brightness. He give favor to His people as His face shines on them. (Ps 84:11)


In the light of a king's face is life, And his favor is like a cloud with the 
           spring rain. (Prov 16:15)
8 Then the lawless one (Antichrist) will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. (2 Thes. 2:8) 

N. Jesus is the First and the Last (v17): speaks of the authority of the man Christ Jesus (humanity). He is the eternal self-existent One. He is God, though He is man. He is the first to be raised from the dead and the first in authority (Col. 1:15, 18; Rev. 5:12). He not only has life in Himself but He is the source of life in others (John1:14; 14:6). 

· This is the title Jesus used most (Rev. 1:11, 17; 2:8; 22:13). He spoke it in context to His death and resurrection calling us to resist fear before martyrdom.  

8 These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life…10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer…be faithful until death. (Rev. 2:8-10) 

15 He is…the firstborn over all creation…18 He is the head of the body…who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. (Col. 1:15-18) 

O. He who lives / living One (v18): He came back to life. He has power over death and gives eternal life. He was “dead and came to life” after He experienced the suffering of a cruel death. He understands our humanity and suffering and possesses power over death knowing the way to victory. Our view of death is different from Jesus’ because He is rooted in eternity. 

P. Keys of Death and of Hades (v18): keys are a symbol of His authority and right. By the resurrection He conquered death forever and not only opened the prison, but carried away the keys. He holds the authority over Hades and Death (Rev 9:1; 20:1). 

· If He has authority over life and death, then He is victorious over all His enemies. If He has supremacy over the spirit world, then He has all supremacy. (1 Cor 15:1-58; John 10:17-18)

Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves 
and caused you to come up out of your graves, My people. (Ezk 37:13)
V. 
The specific revelation of Jesus Christ to each of the seven churches:

1. Ephesus: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands (2:1).

2. Smyrna: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again (2:8).

3. Pergamum: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword (2:12).

4. Thyatira: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze (2:18).

5. Sardis: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars (3:1).

6. Philadelphia: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open (3:7).

7. Laodicea: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation (3:14).
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