Overview of the Book of Revelation


I.
five ways to apply the TRUTHS OF THIS PROPHECY

1. Individually: the letters were written to inspire response from individuals 

2. Corporately: the most powerful application is when local churches walk in these truths together

3. Historically: the letters were first written to seven historical churches in John’s generation to address the actual conditions of seven real churches

4. Universally: all churches in the first century and throughout 2,000 years of Church history just as the letter to the Romans was for the church at Rome as all churches past, present, and future

5. Eschatologically: to prepare the End-Time Church for the events seen in Rev. 6-19. This is when there will be the most believers in history living in the most difficult time in history. 
II.  
Outline of the Book of Revelation

     A.  Rev. 1: Descriptive picture of Jesus in His glorification and majesty.
1. The Book of Revelation is called the “revelation of Jesus” because it reveals His heart, power and leadership in preparing the nations for God’s glory. 

1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him (Jesus) to show His servants--things which must shortly take place. He…signified it by His angel to His servant John… (Rev. 1:1)

· It is secondarily a book about “events”. 

· The book of Revelation isn’t about the antichrist, but it does reveal the leadership of Jesus against the antichrist. There are small parts of the Book of Revelation that deals with satan’s rage against the church. But they pale in comparison to release of God’s judgments against him.
2. The theme of Revelation 

a. Jesus is returning to take leadership of the earth in partnership with His people; 

b. To will reap a harvest of souls (Rev. 7:9) and, 

c. To replace all governments (Rev. 11:15; 19:15-16). 

7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him… (Rev. 1:7) 

d. This book is a theology of power: the strength and power of God. 


Once God has spoken: twice I have heard this: That power belongs to God. 












(Ps 61:11)
3. Daniel prophesied that the Messiah as the Son of Man (God-Man) would rule all the nations. 

9 The Ancient of Days (the Father)…His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool…13 Behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days…14 To Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples…should serve Him...27 Then the…the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. (Dan. 7:9-14, 27) 

4. The most important question in this hour of history is “Who is Jesus?”  

Matt 16:13-19 – “Whom do men say that I am?... John Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah… Whom do you say that I am?”

5. Jesus is fully God and fully man. The Gospels emphasized His humanity with some reference to His deity, whereas the OT emphasized His deity with some reference to His humanity. In Rev. 1, we have a much fuller picture of Jesus as the God-Man who is Prophet, Priest and King of kings. 

6. Jesus highlighted 24 aspects of His majesty when He appeared to John (Rev. 1-3). These 24 descriptions of Jesus give us the clearest picture of who He is (how He thinks and feels) and what He does in context to His plan to cleanse the earth to prepare it for His return (Rev. 6-22).
· There are 18 Descriptions of Jesus in Revelation 1.
· There are 6 Descritptions of Jesus in Revelation 2-3 (not mentioned in Chapter 1).


    B.  Rev. 2-3: Jesus speaks personally of what He wants in the Church in His seven 
         letters.
1. These seven prophetic messages instruct us on how to prepare to partner with Him in His worldwide mission related to His Second Coming. Jesus knows best how to prepare His own Bride.  
· Note: Rev 1-3 is ONE message. The message of Jesus to the seven churches is rooted in the revelation of Himself given to John.
2. These letters show us the kind of Church that Jesus is building and what His agenda is. 

· In them, He defines how love for Him is expressed and the church’s relevance on His terms. 

· Jesus defines the spiritual maturity necessary for the Church to partner with Him in releasing the Great Tribulation. 

3. These letters define the truths and focus necessary to equip the Church to walk in loving obedience for Jesus. 

· Our love is expressed as we obey His commands, heed His warnings and believe His promises (especially His 22 eternal rewards). There will be great challenges but even greater rewards. 

4. The exhortation that Jesus repeated the most in His earthly ministry was the call to have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying. This is written on 16 times (8x in the Gospels and 8x in Revelation (Mt. 11:15; 13:9, 43; Mk. 4:9, 23; 7:16; Lk. 8:8; 14:35; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 13:9). 

7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. (Rev. 2:7)

5. Jesus gave His most in-depth teaching on rewards (mentioning 22 rewards). He knew what we would need to be motivated and stabilized during the release of the glory and crisis in His End-Time plan. He reveals our rewards that we receive at the time of His Coming (Rev. 11:15-18).
· These equip us to persevere by being anchored in eternity with confidence that our choices will be rewarded in eternity. When suffering is seen in God’s light, it loses its power to intimidate. 

    C.  Rev. 4-5: Jesus reveals the Father’s throne and gives us a picture of His heavenly 
         commission and resources. 

· Chapter 4 describes the throne of God reigning over all creation.

· Chapter 5 describes the Jesus as the Lamb of God reigning with the Faher.


    D.  Rev. 6-19: Jesus unveils His strategy of how He will prepare the nations for His 
         glory. 

1. Jesus will come ONLY in context to a prepared Bride in unity with the Spirit and anointed in prayer to release God’s glory on earth and to release the Tribulation to confront darkness.

· The Church is going to be full of glory. The greatest hour of the Church in all of history is yet ahead for her. Before Jesus returns the church will be full of glory and cleansed of compromise. It is trouble and glory combined.


 7 For the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself 
    
         ready. (Rev. 19:7) 

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come!" (Rev. 22:17) 

· The book of Revelation isn’t about what the antichrist is doing to us, it’s about what the end-time praying, prophetic church is loosing on him and his evil system. Does the praying church loose the judgments or stop the judgments? BOTH. 

4 The prayers of the saints, ascended before God…5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth… (Rev. 8:4-5) 


2. Jesus will prepare His church to bring a Great Harvest of souls to God. There will be the greatest harvest of souls in all of human history.

9 A great multitude…of all nations…and tongues standing before the Throne… (Rev. 7:9) 

14 This gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Mt. 24:14) 

3. The Book of Revelation is an “End-Time Book of Acts” revealing the acts of the Spirit through the End-Time apostles and prophets and the praying Church under Jesus’ authority. 

· God is going to take the power of the Book of Acts and the power that He released through Moses in the book of Exodus, then combine them and multiply it on a global level.

· There will be Supernatural Protection. God will have “Goshen” areas like in Egypt at the time of the Exodus.

· The Spirit of prophecy will be upon every single believer.


4. The Principle of God’s love in judgment: God will use the least severe means, to reach the greatest numbers of people, at the deepest levels of love, without violating their free will. Ultimately, God is removing everything that hinders love. (Mike Bickle)
5. Jesus will replace all the unrighteous governments on earth with righteousness leaders and laws.   

15 The seventh angel sounded…voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever!" (Rev. 11:15) 

15 He should strike the nations…He Himself treads…the fierceness and wrath of God. 16 He has on His robe…a name written: King of kings and Lord of lords. (Rev. 19:15-16) 

    E.  Rev. 20-22: Jesus gives us a clear picture of our eternal inheritance on earth with 
         Him at the end of the age.

III.
Why study the end-times?

If you add up the chapters in the four gospels you get 89 chapters. If you add up all the chapters in the Bible where the subject of the end-times is the main subject, it over 100 chapters (depending on how you designate them, there are up to 125). There is more in Bible about His power taking over the earth than about Jesus in His power accomplishing redemption at His first coming.

These 100 chapters are not about end-time charts, they are about a Man – who is fully God and who we love. The end-times is not an optional subject for eccentric people who like charts. It is a mandated subject for people who love Jesus and want to be ready to prepare the church for the hour of the greatest glory and trouble to come upon the earth. 
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